Report by the Dales Way Association (DWA) on the Appletreewick,
Barden & Burnsall Anglers Club (ABBAC) fencing and regeneration
proposal near Hebden

Introduction
The section of path between Burnsall and Grassington is one of the most popular sections of the
Dales Way. The easy walking and generally open aspect make it one of the best loved sections for
Dales Way walkers and is particularly popular with local and day walkers.
The section from Burnsall almost as far as the suspension bridge at Hebden is probably the most
accessible section of the whole trail, being now fully wheelchair friendly. The suspension bridge is
particularly memorable, and was refurbished and restored in 2014 thanks to a generous £2,000
donation from a DWA member.
From the suspension bridge north is a 1km open stretch of riverside along an avenue of chestnut
trees, giving a feeling of parkland to this section of the Dales Way. Shallow waters with gravel beds
at the northern end are a magnet to dog walkers and families with young children.
It is this popular section that is subject of a riverside regeneration and fencing project proposed by
the local Angling Club
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The Anglers Club Proposal
The Appletreewick, Barden & Burnsall Angling Club (ABBAC) are proposing a replanting/regeneration
scheme along the left river bank (alongside the Dales Way path) to combat erosion and improve the
wildlife habitat, which includes the planting of "locally sourced, native species, primarily hawthorn,
blackthorn, alder, hazel and rowan".
To protect the area from grazing, they also propose to fence off the entire 1 km stretch from the
suspension bridge gate to the gate at Howgill Beck, the fencing to run alongside the path between
the path and the riverside.
The fencing will include 4 small gates "to allow access for the anglers".

The scheme has the support of the landowner and is estimated to cost £18,000, including a £4,000
grant from the Swinden Quarry Natural Environment Fund, administered by the Yorkshire Dales
National Park Authority (YDNPA).
The proposal has been drawn up with help from the Wild Trout Trust (see Appendix 1 for a copy of
the ABBAC proposal).
( http://www.abbac.co.uk )
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Riverside Environmental Projects
A good deal of very useful work has been carried out over many years recently to improve the
wildlife habitat along riversides, and to help mitigate and manage the effects of climate change.
Projects such as the Upper Wharfe Restoration Project, as well as community efforts like The River
Wharfe Big Health Check, are just examples of what is being done.
As well as the involvement of major organisations such as the Rivers Trust, the Environment Agency,
the National Park Authority and Yorkshire Water, many local community based organisations have
been active, such as the Ilkley Clean River Group and the Addingham Environment Group.

Anglers have also played an important role in improving and protecting the riverside.
The Wild Trout Trust is a well respected member-organisation, "a conservation charity working
across Britain and Ireland to help anyone interested in making a better world for our rivers, lakes
and their wildlife, including our native trout."
The Trust works primarily with anglers and angling clubs and has been involved with advising on
many riverside regeneration schemes (see for example their report on an advisory visit for the
Bradford Angling Club on a section around Buckden, including alongside the Dales Way, in 2017: https://www.wildtrout.org/assets/reports/BCAA_Wharfe_AV_2017.pdf ).
Appendix 2 is a copy of a 2-page leaflet "Managing Bank Erosion" produced by the Trust.
( https://www.wildtrout.org/ )
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Site Visit
Chris & Tony Grogan (for the Dales Way Association) met with Phil Richards (Yorkshire Dales
National Park Authority, Area Ranger Wharfedale) on Thursday Aug 6 2020 at 10.30 a.m. at the
suspension bridge at Hebden, south of Grassington, to visit the site.

We looked at the proposed line of the fence, on the inside of the path between the path and
bankside. It does not affect the path, as walked, or the definitive line of the right of way.
It was noticeable on our visit how popular the stretch was, with many walkers, including dog walkers
and families with young children who accessed the water, particularly at spots with shallow gravel
beds.

The widest section between path and bankside was at the start (suspension bridge), 5 metres at
most, shrinking to less than 2 metres at the narrowest.
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We discussed the suggestion of putting the fence on the "outside" of the path, but we accept that in
practice this is not feasible. Walkers tended to stretch out width-ways and occupy a very wide area
(this was clear on the day) and this would be particularly necessary in autumn/winter when the path
could become very muddy.
At the centre section of the path is what the Anglers refer to as the "pinch point". This is a very
narrow section between steep sloping bank and steep rising hillside. We felt that a fence was not a
realistic option at this point. Some willow planting to support the bank undertaken by the National
Park in the past at this point was evident and working well, actually regenerating the bank side.

We discussed whether the fence is intended to be "permanent", as it is not clear in the proposal. We
felt any fencing should be of a temporary nature, in place until such time as any replanting had
become established. We suggested 4 to 5 years, but Phil thought it might be necessary to go a little
longer.
We discussed the proposed regeneration scheme. We are in principle in support of the scheme,
though felt that the suggested planting species outlined needed refining. Some large trees needed
including. It is quite evident that many of the existing trees are in a very bad shape.
There were cattle grazing at the upper end of the section (Howgill Beck). It is not clear from this
proposal how access to the water for stock is to be managed.
We discussed the option of a land management plan to control grazing for the required period
instead of a fence. Phil said that it was quite a big continuous field area and that it was not eligible
for any land management grants normally associated with such projects.
We estimate the field area to be a little under 10 hectares. Average rent for seasonal agreements
was £156 per hectare in 2018 (Defra - Farm rents 2018/19 England -12 March 2020). We still believe
a land and grazing management scheme, negating the need for any fencing, to be the best option if
possible.

5

Report by the DWA on the ABBAC fencing & regeneration proposal near Hebden

Comments and Recommendations

1)
We support in principle the proposed replanting and regeneration scheme. More
consideration should be given to the mix of species outlined, and should include some large trees to
replace the dying trees, in order to retain the "avenue" character of the section.
2)
We cannot support the introduction of a permanent fence along the full length of the
riverside as this would cause too big an impact on the visual aspect of the riverside and, in particular,
on the amenity for local walkers.
3)
Should fencing be required, then it should be installed on a TEMPORARY basis only, for as
long as is needed for the replanting to be established. We would suggest a period of 5 years, but
accept this may need to be extended.
4)
Should fencing be required, then it is vital that multiple points of access to the water for the
general public be included along the length of the fence, either with gates or gaps, and such points
be clearly signed.
5)

Fencing is impractical at the "pinch point" in the centre and this section should be left clear.

6)
We feel the best solution to control gazing would be the establishment of a grazing
management scheme to restrict grazing until the new planting has been established, thus negating
the need for any fencing. We believe this option should be explored further and may be more cost
effective.
7)
Consideration should be given for the area or part of the area to become subject to a linear
Riverside Access Area under the Countryside Act 1968. This might include provision for
compensation, maintenance and bye - laws but also the right kind of management deal.

Dales Way Association, 12 August 2020

http://www.dalesway.org
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Appendices
1) The ABAAC Fencing/planting proposal
2) Managing Bank Erosion - The Wild Trout Trust - leaflet
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Environment Agency approved flood-spec fencing (single strand, high tensile with gripples; double strainers ~50m to act as sacrificial breaks; as below):

Prof J Grey: jgrey@wildtrout.org; 07969337808

Appletreewick, Barden & Burnsall Angling Club proposal for ~1km upstream of Hebden suspension bridge on the true left bank (ie looking downstream)
funded by Swinden Quarry fund. Upper extent = Howgill Beck.

Fencing & Planting Scheme

Many of the large horse chestnuts have exposed root systems on the river-side. Inserting dense Christmas tree / other brash and packing out some of the
cavities will encourage fine sediment deposition and, coupled with reduction in trampling / grazing erosion on the bank-side, will hopefully increase the
longevity of those specimens.

In addition, goat willow pegs / stakes will be harvested from local sources and pushed in to the bank toe (horizontal, angled downstream to reduce
evapotranspirative stress and reduce likelihood of snagging); again in small clusters, especially around erosion hot-spots such as dog-slides.

Trial planting without plastic guards, just canes / stakes for markers on the upstream side and maybe some hawthorn / blackthorn brash at the base to
deter rabbits. Open to discussion.

Since the majority of mature trees on the left bank are horse chestnut and ash, many of which already show some signs of disease or may be susceptible in
the near future (eg Chalara), and there is currently negligible self-set regeneration due to livestock browsing, the proposal is for ~250 whips in small clusters
(6-7 whips) of locally sourced, native species, primarily hawthorn, blackthorn, alder, hazel and rowan to be planted. Currently bare areas will be targeted
primarily but also some clusters between mature trees that are showing signs of disease etc

Tree planting

Four small wooden gates will be introduced within the fence-line to allow access for the anglers. It is proposed that there will also be some A4-sized signage
at the start / end / access gates to inform / engage the public in the conservation rationale for the fence and highlight the funding / partnership. Burnsall
Primary School has been approached and the students are keen to design some pictures for the signage.

There are no proposed interruptions to the current footpath. The new fence will run parallel to the bank-top in between the existing gates at the top
(Howgill Beck) and bottom (Hebden suspension bridge) of the reach.

Fence-line run at bank-top using line of mature trees as guide (agreed with Mr Simpson); this also conforms to EA guidelines. Aside from the pinch-point in
the middle of the reach where the gradient of the bank constrains the riparian strip and the footpath (and where willow revetment has been used
historically), the fence will be 2-10m away from the footpath (or the ‘desire-line’ demarked by footfall) – see satellite images below for indicative fence-line
relative to footpath.

Lower reach

Upper reach

Zoom of middle section showing pinch-point. Fence necessarily adjacent to footpath. Preventing livestock accessing the willow revetment will reduce
browsing pressure and further protect the bank below the footpath
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Background
Bank erosion is a natural and essential process
that occurs in all river systems. Without it,
rivers would have no meanders, there would
be no supply of gravel for spawning riffles
and the course of each channel would remain
unchanged over the millennia.
What is less desirable is the uncontrolled,
rapid erosion that is often seen on some
systems. Overgrazing of banks, over-vigorous
cutting of bankside plants, cultivating for
agriculture too close to the bank top, and
dredging of rivers can all result in damaging
localised bank erosion. This rapid loss of
bank will increase the sediment burden
within the river, remove valuable fringing
vegetation, and result in over-wide, shallow
channels which offer sub-optimal habitat
for trout.

Over-wide channel resulting from excessive grazing
pressure. The tuft of grass marks the line of the
original right bank

Objective
The objective of management should be to reduce the rate of excessive erosion to a more natural and
acceptable level.

Location
In general, lateral erosion should take place on the outside of bends, with deposition of sediment occurring
on the inside of the bends. Other locations where erosion can have a positive outcome by creating
trout habitat include beneath tree roots and downstream of Large Woody Debris.

Method
It is important to reiterate that it is unrealistic and counter-productive to try and stop all bank erosion. The aim of any work should be to reduce excessive erosion to an acceptable level. In all cases, it
is of paramount importance to identify the reason for the erosion; are grazing cattle responsible, or is
regular cultivating of arable fields to the edge of the channel the root cause of the problem?
Where over-grazing has damaged the banks, the simplest and best option is to reduce stock levels
significantly. It may be possible for the farming interests to reduce cattle and sheep numbers under
one of the many agri-environment schemes. If a reduction in animal numbers is not possible, then
the next best alternative is to erect a stock proof fence, ideally isolating a buffer strip of 5-10m
alongside the river. Vegetation inside the fence will need trimming to prevent a corridor of scrub
from forming; this can be done manually or by allowing stock to graze on a controlled basis.
The creation of un-tilled buffer strips of a similar width can also help protect banks running through
arable fields.
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Method
There are a number of techniques that can be used to protect banks from locally damaging erosion.
These include, often in various combinations:
• The careful placement of Large Woody Debris to deflect flow away from the site of erosion. In some
areas, the use of tethered ‘tree kickers’ can be of great benefit
• The use of brushwood bundles (‘faggots’) to protect the toe of the bank
• The installation of live willow spiling, often in terraces where the bank is more than around
0.6m high
• Re-profiling of the bank to reduce its angle, creating a shallow marginal area that will colonise
with protective emergent vegetation.

Fenced bank showing lush,
protective marginal growth

Live willow spiling installed on
the outside of a bend

Details of these and other techniques can be found in the WTT Chalkstream Habitat Manual and
Uplands River Habitat Manual.

This document is produced for guidance only and should not be used as a substitute for full professional advice. Accordingly, no
liability or responsibility for any loss or damage can be accepted by WTT as a result of any person, company or other organisation
acting, or refraining from acting, upon comments made in this report.

www.wildtrout.org

PO Box 120 Waterlooville Hampshire PO8 0WZ 02392 570985

