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After Winter Gloom …. Spring’s blue sky  

After a miserable winter with newspapers and television screens filled with 

semi-coherent tweets from a certain Presidential ego-maniac, not to mention 

pre-and post-Brexit self-inflicted gloom and despondency, Spring is finally 

here and with it the chance of some decent weather and longer days to enjoy 

the Yorkshire Dales – just voted Britain’s favourite National Park. 

And what better way than to escape our rubbish-filled electronic screens by  

exploring that same National Park by walking, or maybe re-walking, part or all 

the Dales Way?  

Thankfully the long saga of flood damage problems on the Dales Way in 

Cumbria is now all behind us.   Thanks to the hard work of so many rangers, 

footpath officers, contractors and National Park and other volunteers, almost 

all the Dales Way is now fully re-opened for walking.  You will read elsewhere 

of what has been achieved over the autumn and winter. 

In fact, there is especially good news from Burneside as exciting plans 

forming  the vibrant, community-led Burneside Vision to develop the village 

as a community-led eco- and visitor-friendly place to call in or stay on the 

Dales Way begin to be rolled out. 

 Top news is a new small brewery at Bowston, north of the village alongside 

the River Kent, waiting to welcome walkers, which is also planned to soon 

have a walkers’ and cyclists’ cafe and a shop. There is also a new B&B nearby 

at Hollin Root Farm. With the Hawkshead brewery at Staveley, this part of 

the Dales Way might soon have a reputation as a real ale trail.  

The Dales Way is a National Trail in all but name.  With not only major 

outdoor walking tour operators putting the Dales Way on their agendas and 

even a national publisher (ouch!) now deciding that there is money to be 

made by guidebooks which can be promoted to tour operators nationally and 

internationally, it seems ridiculous that the Dales Way doesn’t get the 

national funding and support it so richly deserves.   



 

Visitors walking the Dales Way from elsewhere in the UK and from overseas 

(and the post-Brexit devalued pound makes a visit to the UK even more 

attractive for many overseas visitors) contribute in a significant way to the 

Dales and Lakeland economies.   Whilst we would fully sport the campaign to 

make Wainwright’s Coast to Coast Path a National Trail, let’s just remind 

ourselves that we were there first – in 1969, three years before Wainwright 

wrote his first celebrated guidebook in 1972. 

Our Golden Jubilee is only two years away. Would it not be great if we could 

make that anniversary coincide with Dales Way officially being recognised as 

one of England’s most popular and successful National Trails, and with that 

official recognition the extra cash to maintain it to the standards walkers 

from all over the world have a right to expect.   

Politicians, please take note!   

Colin Speakman  -Chair DWA 

 

Date for your Diary 

Dales Way Association AGM 2017 

Saturday 11th November 2017 at the Flying Duck, Church Street, Ilkley  

The day will start with a 3 to 4 mile walk then refreshments, with the meeting 

starting at 2pm and finishing at 4pm. 

Our Guest Speaker will be Alan Hulme, Head of Park Management, Yorkshire 

Dales National Park Authority, with an illustrated talk entitled “A Walk in the 

Park”.  

Further details will be published nearer the date on our web page and in the 

Autumn newsletter. 



 

Footpath Officer Report  

 

New Bridge at Birks Mill. Photo courtesy of  YDNPA 

DWA Committee members attended the Yorkshire Dales National Park 

Authority (YDNPA) official opening of the new bridge at Birks Mill in 

November. This bridge was destroyed in the December 2015 storms. Whilst 

not on the Dales Way, but in plain view from Birks Mill, it caused major 

inconvenience to locals.  After cutting the tape, we repaired to the local cafe 

for tea and cakes. Alan Hulme said he appreciated our turnout amongst the 

22 attendees 

The Annual Meeting with YDNPA took place 12th October with 3 DWA 

Committee members attending and 6 YDNPA representatives present. Area 

roundups from the appropriate Rangers, brought us up to date with the work 

carried out during the last 12 months. We presented a DWA report on our 



activities over the last year.. Alan Hulme reported on the extra duties and 

responsibilities incurred by the newly extended area into Cumbria. 

 

Smithy Beck Bridge 

To refresh your Dales Way walk memories, Smithy Beck Bridge is half way 

between Lincolns Inn Bridge and Crook of Lune Bridge. After passing through 

Hole House, a sharp turn right takes you to this small bridge over Smithy 

Beck. The DWA been asked by YDNPA if we could contribute to its repair. The 

committee considered this at the last meeting and agreed to donate £500. 

In Cumbria Sprint Mill footbridge over the river Mint was closed in January 

2016 and a new bridge erected in October 2016 funded by Friends of the 

Lake District. Cumbria County Council (CCC) played a major part by dealing 

with all the administrative work, also working onsite with landowners and 

contractors.  

Sprint Road Bridge whilst not now part of the Dales Way was opened to 

pedestrians, cyclists and local traffic in November 2016. Larger vehicles were 

prohibited as the bridge in Burneside has still to be repaired. 

 



 

 

 

Mint Bridge (above) and Sprint Mill footbridge below  Photos courtesy of  CCC. 

                                 

 The original larger crossing known by the owner as a “tractor bridge” for 

obvious reasons was damaged, declared dangerous and closed in December 

2015. The repair of the bridge has now been completed, CCC has again been 

involved, providing assistance to the landowner with designing a bespoke 



bridge fit for purpose and maintenance also dealing with all the legal aspects 

of planning and permissions.  

 

Geoff Fewkes, Countryside Access Officer for CCC was informed that we 

would contribute £1000 towards the flood scheme at Greenhead Farm, 

which we put on hold last year because of the December floods. Work was 

started at the beginning of February this year.   The concrete has still to be 

laid when the weather is suitable. 

         

                                                         

      

Greenhead Farm before and after Photos courtesy of CCC 



 

 

The footbridge leading into Grayrigg Foot farm (above) has been replaced 

and the “definitive line” which goes over the ford, has been officially diverted 

to go over the bridge. Erected and funded by CCC. 

The highest metal stile on the Dales Way, between Burneside and Bowston has 

been replaced with a new gate by CCC, at the landowner’s request. (see below) 

       

 

 



 

 

The “staithe” [now used as an unofficial car park- see picture above) at the 

foot of Bolton Road has been legally returned to Chatsworth Settlement 

Trustees, [Bolton Abbey Estates.] It was previously leased to North Yorkshire 

County Council (NYCC) to store chippings for road repairs. It is the Estates 

intention to return the area into verge and allow walkers to cross it on an 

informal path. The Dales Way Association has asked that when they have 

accomplished this, if they could continue to keep walkers off the road, by 

allowing access through the woods to re- join the Dales Way at the river 

bank. This discussion is in progress. 

 

DVD A taste of the Dales Way. 

6 DVD’s have been sold since October 2016, including 1 to Australia. 

Alex Mc Manus - Footpaths 



 

ONLY 9 YEARS LEFT to claim LOST WAYS 

 

17 years have passed since the 2000 Countryside & Rights of Way Act 

(CROW) Act gave us all the benefits of Open Access but set a time limit of 25 

years for claiming Ancient Rights of Way (footpaths, bridleways and ancient 

roads). 

If we don’t claim these back by 2026, they will be lost for ever! 

Contrary to popular opinion, not all public footpaths have always been shown 

on Ordnance Survey maps in the current striking red colour, or are now 

shown on the Definitive Rights of Way Map. This distinctive colouring was 

added in the mid-1960s to 1970s and in many cases only part of those OS 

maps showed Rights of Way. Many of us still have 1960s maps in this partial 

state. 



Earlier maps had footpaths marked in black and had a footnote saying: The 

representation on this map of a road, track or footpath is no evidence of the 

existence of a right of way. 

Thus, there is enormous scope for resurrecting ancient Rights of Way, which 

never got onto the Definitive Maps first published in the mid-1970s. 

A case in point is the old track from the River Rawthey to the Quaker Meeting 

House at Brigflatts near Sedbergh! (Photo on previous page) This was walked 

frequently by Early Dales Way users without hindrance until it was suddenly 

closed by the farmer on 19th February 1978, on the grounds that it was not a 

Right of Way. 

We believe that there is evidence of an ancient track used by cows, horses 

and possibly horse-drawn vehicles towards an ancient ford leading to High 

Holme on the other side of the river. An early edition of the Ordnance Survey 

Map has the words Brigflatts Ford as can be seen from the scanned copy of 

this old map below. 

Therefore we believe we have strong evidence for claiming this as a Lost Way 

on this evidence alone. However it would add to our case if we could prove 

20 years use of this track without hindrance for 20 years before that date. 



If anybody can remember walking this track during the 20 year period prior 

to 1978 (i.e.) between 1958 and 1978, then we will have additional evidence 

that it was previously a Right of Way. 

A previous appeal to DWA members brought a NIL response, but now we 

have a few people, including Colin Speakman our Chairman and Frank 

Sanderson, who can remember walking it, but on which dates this may not 

be clear. We have also contacted local Quakers who currently use the 

meeting house and they have confirmed the actual date of closure from 

meeting minutes. 

If you think you can remember walking that track between 1958 and 1978, 

or, even better, earlier than 1958, please contact Donald Holliday by email at 

donald.holliday@tiscali.co.uk urgently. 

 

Donald Holliday- DWA Treasurer 
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Dry Stone Walls In the Dales. The Enclosure Act: Part 2 

 

Enclosure walls near Kettlewell. 

It is no surprise that the Political decision of inclosure (the original word) 

divided opinion, and eventually threw up winners and losers. 

Supporters argued that the open field system prevented improvement and 

the introduction of turnip, clover etc and a four course rotation. That the 

waste land and common pasture were “bare worn” with half starved beasts, 

and that those who survived on the commons were not inclined to work for 

wages. Enclosure would force them into employment. 

The reply to their case was that the common pasture and wastelands were 

the mainstay of the independent poor. Overgrazing was often the result of 

overstocking by the wealthiest agitating for enclosure. Enclosure would 



engross already wealthy landowners, force the poor off the land into urban 

slums, and result in the depopulation of the countryside. 

Between 1604 and 1914 over 5,200 individual Enclosure Acts were put into 

place, enclosing 6.8 million acres (28,000 square kilometres.) 

The rural population of England and Wales fell from 65% of the population in 

1801 to 23% in 1901. Between 1851 and 1901 the rural population declined 

by 1.4 million. The enclosure of common land played a big part in Britain’s 

industrialization (industrial Revolution – 1750 to 1850) and remains among 

the most controversial areas of agricultural and economic history of England. 

The general verdict of modern historians is that “it was a necessary evil” and 

there would have been less harm, if the increased dividend of the agricultural 

world had been fairly distributed.” “ 

In 1801, the Inclosure (Consolidating) Act was passed to tidy up previous 

Acts. In 1845, another General Inclosure Act allowed for the appointment of 

Inclosure Commissioners who could enclose land without submitting a 

request to Parliament. 

The general procedure of enclosure in its early days was made by consent or 

by an Act of Parliament. In a village or township where the dominant 

influential farmers or landowners felt that the time was right for enclosure of 

the commons, an individual or group which controlled more than 30% of the 

area concerned would draw up a “scheme for enclosure.” This was ensured if 

the Lord of the Manor together with two other principal farmers or 

landowners combined their holdings.[Before 1774 it was possible for a single 

individual to promote an enclosure . . . . . without informing his 

neighbours.]The group would then petition Parliament for leave to introduce 

a Bill. After a second reading it was referred to a Committee, which could 

receive petitions against the Bill.  

Parliament produced a report in 1825 concluding that the Committee 

considering the Bill was entirely biased. Each Bill would be committed to a 

Member to manage, who could choose other Members to join the 

Committee, invariably from the same or adjoining counties. The report 



concluded that the Members to whom the Bill had been committed had been 

those most to gain from the result. (I have seen no evidence that anything 

changed after this report.) 

The Bill, returned to the House, would be passed, sent to the Lords and 

receive Royal Assent. 

The Bill then named Commissioners who would carry out their duties in the 

selected area. The Commissioners appointed were usually three in number, 

notable local dignitaries, lawyers or agents, who conducted a survey of all 

the land included in the Bill. They would then extinguish all common rights 

and redistribute all common holdings between the promoters plus the 

common field and common right holders. 

The promoters, already owning more than 30% of the land, took the major 

share and the various other holders were left with enclosures from the old 

common fields or from the waste. They were given a set period to fence 

[wall] in their holdings. All who received an allotment had to contribute to 

the overall cost: i.e. the cost of the promotion of the Bill, the fees of the 

Commissioners’ surveyors, and the cost of their fences/walls, etc. The 

Commissioners had the power to sell sufficient land or rent it out to recover 

these expenses. This allowed the promoters to buy cheap if they so wished, 

enlarging their holdings, ensuring the fate of the smaller holders who 

inevitably lost their holdings. 

Dr Arthur Raistrick in his informative booklet “The Pennine Walls” uses an 

actual Inclosure Act to illustrate what happens: 

In 1778 an Act for Dividing and Inclosing the several stinted Pastures in the 

township of Grassington was obtained. . . . . and whereas by reason of the 

Largeness of the said four Stinted Pastures, Trespasses are frequently 

committed therein, by Persons turning cattle thereon, who have no rights to 

any of the Cattle Gates on the said pastures to the great damage and 

prejudice of the owners . . .  it was therefore proposed that the pastures be 

divided and enclosed. Henry Waddington of Crow Nest, Thomas Ingleby of 

Austwick and Thomas Chippendale of Skipton, gentlemen, were appointed 



Commissioners. Among other provisions, the Commissioners “shall order all 

persons within the space of Twelve Months to inclose, ditch, fence, etc such 

parts as shall be directed. They are to have stones for walling from such parts 

as shall be set out for that purpose etc. Roads are set out and the owners of 

adjoining enclosures are ordered to wall them. Then as to the manner in 

which all and every of the said several Allotments or Shares of the said 

several proprietors and interested Persons in, and upon the several. We do 

hereby Order and Award that the same shall be done by good stone Walls in 

all places . . . . . . . . . Therefore Pastures, shall be divided one from another 

we do hereby Certify that we have calculated proportioned the Length and 

Expences (sic) of all such new Fences according to the best of our Judgements 

and deliberately and impartially considered how much and what parts of the 

same, the several Owners and Proprietors ought in Reason and Equity to 

erect and make” 

The enclosure movement was brought to an end when it began to upset the 

middle classes. By the 1860’s, influential city dwellers noticed that 

recreational areas were becoming thin on the ground. A protection society 

was formed which went on to become the Open Spaces Society (and 

eventually spawned the National Trust.) The Society was not afraid to 

support direct action and acquired strong support in Parliament. The ensuing 

1876 Commons Act ruled that enclosure should only take place if there was 

some public benefit. 

By then the agricultural depression was well established, and improvement 

was no longer a priority, and only a handful of parliamentary enclosures took 

place in the latter part of the century. 

Alex Mc Manus 

In the Autumn 2017 newsletter- : Walls: their specifications, how they were built and 

who built them 

 

 



REVIEW:   People in a Landscape  

Colin Speakman, the man responsible for creating the Dales Way and 
Chairman of the Dales Way Association, is well known at home and abroad as 
the author of over 50 books about the countryside including the best selling 
guide to the Dales Way. He is 
less well known perhaps as a 
poet but his latest collection 
demonstrates both his poetic 
skill and his love of the 
landscape.  

Of all the 28 poems in 
“People in a Landscape” one 
of my favourites is 
“Wharfedale”. It’s a beautiful, 
lyrical description of the 
valley that Dales Way walkers 
know and love so well. 

Starting in the north where 
cloud and fell merge to mist 
the poem follows the river 
through Langstrothdale to the 
broad green floor of a glacier 
planed valley and the foam-
white power of destruction 
that is the Strid, to emerge all 
anger relented at Bolton Abbey where priors, dukes, came to dream, their 
ruins an echo, fading, of time. 

It’s a depiction that is both recognisable but elevated, taking the reader on a 
journey not just through Wharefdale but through the passion that Colin has 
for this deep and secret place, a love that surely motivated him to create the 
Dales Way nearly 50 years ago. 

Chris Grogan. 

People in a Landscape is published by Fighting Cock Press (2016) and is 
available for £4.50 from Gritstone Publishing: 
http://www.gritstone.coop/books/

http://www.gritstone.coop/books/


Christmas Day on the Dales Way 

For the first time in 

several years we had no 

family responsibilities on 

Christmas Day. So, 

despite the forecast of 

gale force winds, we 

opted to spend our day 

on one of our favourite 

sections of the Dales 

Way, around Bolton 

Abbey. 

We parked up at the 

Bolton Abbey car park - 

free for today - and set 

off down towards the 

Priory. It was cold and 

blustery with occasional 

rain squalls, but there 

were still quite a lot of 

people about. One 

family had even brought 

a barbeque along. 

We crossed the 

footbridge over a 

tumultuous river and 

climbed up along the 

high track following the 

Dales Way to Cavendish 

Pavilion. 

Here we planned to 

change our route. The Dales Way crosses back over the river and continues 



north alongside the river through Strid Woods. But there are several 

alternative paths available. 

We decided to continue on the east bank of the river, along a fine path that 

climbs, up to Posforth Bridge, falls and climbs again. Keeping to the high 

route offered magnificent views down over the Strid. 

 

For the more adventurous there's the option to climb up along the Valley of 

Desolation and on to Simon's Seat. 

By now the wind was beginning to blow hard, though the occasional bursts of 

rain receded and gave way to bright winter sunshine. 

At the aqueduct we stopped for a coffee and considered whether to continue 

on to Barden Bridge along the Dales Way, crossing over to return on the west 

bank of the river.  



 

But as the winds grew fiercer we chose to cross the aqueduct and begin back 

along the Dales Way towards Cavendish Pavilion once again. 

Just past the Strid we opted once more for the higher route, taking us away 

from the crowds and once again offering fine views across the valley. 

There's a choice of paths which take you back down to rejoin the Dales Way, 

but we kept to the high path which twists and turns before dropping steeply 

down just before Cavendish Pavilion. Today, of course, the cafe was closed, 

but there were plenty of people sat outside enjoying a Christmas Day picnic, 

and we bumped into a few old friends who'd had the same idea as we had. 

Finally we made our way back to the car park and home. We had enjoyed a 

fairly short but brisk 6-mile circular off the Dales Way, taking one of the many 

optional alternative routes that present themselves along the way. 

Tony Grogan 


